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also read The Time Machine. We focused on several issues: one is the way HG Wells is engaging with eugenics. This was a movement that wanted to identify "degenerates" and keep them from taking over English society. Unfortunately, many of these "degenerate" people were simply sick or poor. But eugenics supporters did not believe these people were sick or poor: they believed that these people  were "Unfit" for society. They thought this because they misunderstood Darwin's National Selection to mean that only the "fittest" people should survive.

HG Wells and his biology teacher, Thomas Henry Huxley, did not agree. They felt that evolution was so powerful it cannot be affected by choices individual people make (for example, dinosaurs did not go extinct becuase they made poor choices. They went extinct because the climate of the earth changed...nothing they could have done about it). 

The novel The Time Machine shows us a scientist who goes to the future and sees how humans have evolved: they did not evolve to be better but they are worse. He tries to come up with theories about how this happened. He tries to use technology (ex. fire) to keep in control of them, but it all goes wrong. Then he sees the far, far future and the death of the sun, which will kill all life on earth. 

Here are questions we discussed:
1. What are the Traveler's theories about how the Eloi and Morlocks developed? Which ones does he learn are wrong?
2. Are the Eloi and Morlocks human at all? 
3. In film versions of this novel, the Traveler and Weena fall in love. Is this a bad interpretation, since we don't know whether Weena is a human at all (or even a female or male)?
4. What do we learn in the frame tale? Why do we need it? 
5. What is HG Wells telling us about technology when he shows the Traveler going to the Palace of Green Porcelain? 
6. Does the novel support eugenics or does it show that eugenics is wrong?

